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OPIATE USE IN ICU DOES NOT APPEAR TO INCREASE OPIATE PRESCRIPTION A 
YEAR AFTER DISCHARGE 

ATS 2019, Dallas, TX ─ Patients given opioids in the intensive care unit do not 
appear to be at higher risk of receiving opioid prescriptions once they leave the 
hospital, according to research presented at ATS 2019. Researchers studied 
patients who entered the ICU having never taken opioids, compared those whose 
care required opiates and those whose care did not, and found that there was no 
difference in the number of opioid prescriptions between the two groups one 
year after discharge.  
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