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WORST FORM OF BLACK LUNG DISEASE IS ON THE RISE BUT THE 
CAUSE REMAINS UNKNOWN 

ATS 2019, Dallas, TX ─ Progressive massive fibrosis (PMF), the worst 
form of black lung disease, is rising among coal miners, but the reasons 
for this trend remain unclear, according to research presented at ATS 
2019. The researchers speculated that the increase was due, in part, to 
miners breathing in more crystalline silica as a result of newer mining 
methods; however, analysis of lung tissue samples through 1996 did 
not show an increase in silicotic PMF. 
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