ATS DOCUMENTS TYPES AND OTHER PROJECT DEFINITIONS

Statements 

These documents present ATS positions on issues that pertain to: a) public health policy, health care financing and delivery, medical education, and governmental policy. Examples include positions on tobacco legislation and governmental funding for health initiatives; b) clinical practice and emerging diagnostic and therapeutic modalities. Examples include society position papers on lung volume reduction surgery, medical thoracoscopy, and focused bioethical issues; and c) research. Examples include positions on governmental funding of research and other issues that may promote or hinder pulmonary and critical care research.
Conference Proceedings and Workshop Reports

Documents that report the proceedings of conferences and workshops sponsored by the ATS. These documents may include recommendations requiring rigorous description of the applied methodology.

Health Technology Assessments, Standards and Systematic Reviews Statements that review or assess technologies or present recommendations for technology standardization. Examples include standards for performing pulmonary function tests and reviews of technologies such as mechanical ventilators, endotracheal tubes, or noninvasive ventilator devices. Documents that emphasize the application of these technologies to patient care over the assessment of the technology itself are better categorized as guidelines.

Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPGs) and Recommendations 

Documents that include recommendations, strategies, or information that assists physicians and/or other health care practitioners and patients make decisions about appropriate measures of care for specific clinical circumstances. Necessary elements of their development are 1) a multidisciplinary development process, 2) systematic review of the literature, 3) formal grading of the quality of the evidence, 4) grading the strength of recommendations: a careful evaluation of benefits, harms, burdens and cost. Points 1 to 4 should be described in a mandatory methods section. The methodology, including modified methodology for rapid advice guideline, may differ depending on the type of advice that is being sought or given.
For more information and complete guidelines packet go to: http://www.thoracic.org/statements/document-development/index.php 
Other Assembly/Committee Projects

OVERVIEW – Other Projects
Other projects are defined as non document related projects.  Project categories include: Webcasts, Travel Awards, Conferences and any other projects where the end result is not an ATS official Document. Below are a few examples:

Webcast – The term "Webcasting" is used to describe the ability to use the Web to deliver live or delayed versions of sound or video broadcasts.  A webcast is a media file distributed over the Internet using streaming media technology to take a single content source and distribute it to many simultaneous listeners/viewers. As a broadcast may either be live or recorded, similarly, a webcast may either be distributed live or recorded. Essentially, webcasting is “broadcasting” over the Internet.

Registries – a registry is a location in an organization or server where data and information are stored and maintained.   

Conferences – A conference is a meeting of people that "confer" about a topic. Academic conference, in science and academia, a formalized event where researchers present their results in speeches, workshops or by other means 

Podcasts - A podcast (or non-streamed webcast) is a series of digital media files (either audio or video) that are released episodically and often downloaded through web syndication. Podcasts are common in use with the success of the iPod and its role in the rising popularity and innovation of web feeds

Mobile application development - is the process by which application software is developed for small low-power handheld devices such as personal digital assistants, enterprise digital assistants or mobile phones. These applications are either pre-installed on phones during manufacture, or downloaded by customers from various mobile software distribution platforms.
CME Monographs or Newsletter -   A monograph is a scholarly book or a treatise on a single subject or a group of related subjects, usually written by one person. It is a one-time publication that is complete in itself. It may refer to a detailed, well-documented work on a limited subject or a person.
A newsletter is a regularly distributed publication generally about one main topic that is of interest to its subscribers. Newspapers and leaflets are types of newsletters. Additionally, newsletters delivered electronically via email (e-Newsletters) have gained rapid acceptance for the same reasons email in general is gaining popularity over printed correspondence.  Many newsletters are published by societies and associations to provide information of interest to their members. 
CD-Rom- CD-ROM (an abbreviation of "Compact Disc read-only memory") is a Compact Disc that contains data accessible by a computer. While the Compact Disc format was originally designed for music storage and playback, the format was later adapted to hold any form of binary data. CD-ROMs are popularly used to distribute computer software, including games and multimedia applications, though any data can be stored (up to the capacity limit of a disc). Some CDs hold both computer data and audio with the latter capable of being played on a CD player
All of the above other project descriptions may or may not result in an official ATS Document

Other projects not listed above may also be submitted through this mechanism

Please contact Miriam Rodriguez, Director, Assembly Programs and Program Review Subcommittee, email: mrodriguez@thoracic.org or tel.: 212/ 315-8639 to discuss any questions regarding the proposal process.
2

