ACCME Requirements 
ATS has edited the 2010 Call for Input to help applicants meet new expectations for instructional design. The central concept is: ACCME-certified CME must narrow a gap between the ideal and current professional practice of the learner. Filling in the templates to apply for your course will require more detail. 
· Needs analysis  

· That your previous learners asked for a topic expresses interest but not necessarily a gap. State what learners said they needed to do better and under what circumstances you gathered this information. E.g. “At the end of a course on xxx given at xxx University Medical School, learners stated they were unsure how to xxxx when to xxx whether to xxx whom to …. “
· While not always available, the gold standard for need data is measurement of performance in practice.  E.g. “While xxx guidelines on xxx specify patients with xxx disease should be given xxxx every xxx, an in depth audit by xxx published in the xxxx Journal showed only xxx % of subspecialty physicians actually …”
· Disease burden remains a powerful rationale for holding offering but is insufficient.  Your must also describe what can be done to decrease the burden i.e. the gap and teaching intervention that will narrow it. 

· Learning Objectives 

· We recommend you not formulate learning objectives until you have identified what the learner will be able to do/do better after attending your session. i.e. Do not start with objectives, start with the gap. 
· Increased knowledge is an insufficient learning objective. State how the knowledge will increase competence. 
· E.g. “At the end of the course the learner will be able to apply the new strategies identified for this subset of patients”
· New evidence that a treatment or screening tool is not as effective as thought also has a competence consequence.  E.g. “At the end of the course the learner will be able to make decisions on care alternatives for patients with xxx based on the best available evidence.  

· When increased knowledge in basic science  lacks immediate clinical application state the eventual relevance to practice.  E.g. “This session will review the rapid progress being made in defining the role of specific microRNAs in cellular physiology relevant to lung development and disease.” 

· When increased knowledge in basic science will result in new research approaches state how this will increase competence of scientist learners.
  The Director of CME is always available as a resource: rmakleff@thoracic.org
