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The American Thoracic Society (ATS) is pleased to make Career Talk: The Book available
as an online resource for ATS members. Although this publication was not planned and
produced explicitly as a continuing medical education (CME) activity, and the ATS is not
awarding CME credit for its use, it is ATS practice that all ATS medical education
programs and publications:

= conform to disclosure standards of the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) and American Medical Association (AMA) to ensure
balance, independence, objectivity and scientific rigor in planning and
presentation;

= disclose to learners any discussion of “off-label” use of substances/products not
approved in the United States for the use under discussion.

Therefore, the ATS required that the following be disclosed by authors of this publication:

1.

Disclosure of “relationships with a commercial interest if both (a) the relationship is
financial and occurred within the past 12 months, and (b) the individual has the
opportunity to affect the content [of ATS educational programs and publications]
about the products or services of that commercial interest.

The ACCME defines “financial relationships” as those relationships in which the
individual benefits by receiving a salary, royalty, intellectual property rights,
consulting fee, honoraria, ownership interest (e.g. stocks, stock options or
other ownership interest, excluding diversified mutual funds) or other financial
benefit. Financial benefits are usually associated with roles such as
employment, management position, independent contractor (including
contracted research), consulting, speaking and teaching, membership on
advisory committees or review panels, board membership, and other
activities for which remuneration is received or expected. ACCME considers
relationships of the person involved in the [educational] activity to include
financial relationships of a spouse or partner. The ACCME has not set a
minimum dollar amount for relationships to be significant. Inherent in any
amount is the incentive to maintain or increase the value of the relationship.”
(ACCME Questions and Answers Regarding the 2004 Updated Standards for
Commercial Support, 10/20/04)

The ACCME defines “commercial interests” as “any proprietary entity
producing health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients”,
with the exception of non profit or government organizations and non-health
care related companies. The following are not considered “commercial
interests”: for profit hospitals, rehabilitation centers and nursing homes; liability
insurance providers, health insurance providers, group medical practices.

2. Disclosure of any discussion in the presentation of “off-label” (unapproved) use of

substances/products not approved in the United States for the use under discussion.



(U.S. Food and Drug Administration Guidance for Industry: Industry-Supported

Scientific and Educational Activities)

The following authors disclosed to ATS that within the twelve months preceding
completion of this project they had a relationship with one or more commercial interests
that met the ACCME definition noted earlier and was relevant to this ATS activity:

Leland G. Dobbs, MD

Category Company Name
Consultancies Hill Physicians Medical Group
June Lee, MD

Category Company Name
Employment by a commercial entity Genentech
Stock ownership or options Genentech

Kenneth J. Serio, MD
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Company Name

Consultancies

Pfizer

Lecture fees paid by a
commercial sponsor (honoraria)

Pfizer

Sally E. Wenzel, MD

AREA
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Consultancies

Critical Therapeutics

Board or Advisory Board

Genentech, Merck, GSK, AstraZeneca

Lecture fees paid by a
commercial sponsor (honoraria)

Genentech, Merck, AstraZeneca

Industry-sponsored grants (received or pending)

including contracted research

Centocor, Amgen

Leslie Zimmerman, MD

AREA

Company Name

Board or Advisory Board

Breathe California (non-profit lung health
organization)
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