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I have been an assistant professor and group leader at Lund University in Sweden for almost a year 

and a half. As I have begun mentoring postdocs, I have been reflecting with them on the pivotal 

moments of my career. Time always helps us gain perspective on the importance of a moment. While 

I had received postdoctoral fellowships to move from the US to Germany, the ATS Foundation grant 

was my first independent grant while in Germany. This was critical moment #1. The grant helped me 

continue to develop a project which eventually led to a corresponding author publication. This 

became critical moment #2.  

  

Despite the fact that I received the grant, one reviewer was particularly critical. The feedback from 

this and the other reviewers was instrumental in the development of the project as I moved forward. 

This feedback led to critical moments #3, 4, and 5. I have recently been awarded three major 

European and Swedish national level staring grants totaling nearly $4.5 million USD over the next five 

years. In all of the reviews of these grants, the ATS Foundation Grant and senior author publication 

which came from it were specifically mentioned as highly positive aspects of my CV as a young 

researcher. Receiving the ATS Foundation Grant opened the door to independence for me. I am 

forever grateful to those that reviewed my grant application and those that donated to the foundation 

to invest in my research ideas for lung disease, but more importantly to invest in my career. 
  

 

 

 

https://info.thoracic.org/e2t/c/*N8qzn9pxzk0vW1T7mG06GBtkq0/*MZ71sS1x0J0N7P55PqGvs8c0/5/f18dQhb0SbTH8XJ9ddW4jLf-l51FcdHN5s9DSvWrLKWW1SddPT6kfX-LW7s5Q4g1TxgdYW5nrPbN8TzqkrW4cyzrt30TVstVKzsPp6jBdD6W3Ck-NH5mNLNvW7bqTzM7vp5SXW19YwlV35_0JLW1b2H0K35PsQYW1STkJC4cPqhkW7H_vtK1h4tYcW1Z66Dy8hTJV4W8lwVXY8hS296N7bj1_4FCG-jW5rC5Q63l6qq3VKDygZ2KFZxKW3-b1_01VJrykW5lX8fq13bD4hN6dklYX6_vP1VrNRN-7rr1tMW9fPFnl4cPCWZW4N7K7F31L_-gN6B6Yr1r8YtTW4zWy_C31T0zMN2cm5k8wdvQtVrg_cq5N8whSV5YVKY5l94pxW2MfZvZ1HMf8tW6X_HNf2L4cgdN4ynBgYwh1rCW8nDXSC3f_5_KW4p7yDT2BPMfcW1sKHG41nhR1KW7Y2Qz13xxDzQVJhjZB8SfcLdW4XfsVn1TKkfvW9d8Ds17Bk30gW1mvddG6RNGgqM4ZDML2LMBkV1VnvW56Tc0H103

