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Welcome to the 
American Thoracic Society

The American Thoracic Society (ATS) is one of the oldest, largest, and most 
prestigious medical societies in the world that serves professionals in pulmonary, 
critical care, and sleep medicine. 

 Founded in 1905 to combat TB, the ATS has grown to address asthma, COPD, 
lung cancer, sepsis, acute respiratory distress, and sleep apnea, among other 
diseases. ATS improves global health by advancing research, patient care, and public 
health in pulmonary disease, critical illness, and sleep disorders.

 The Society has members in more than 120 countries, one third of whom live 
and work outside the US. In its membership and mission, ATS is truly an international 
society. 

The ATS mission: 

To improve health worldwide by advancing research, clinical care, and 
public health in respiratory disease, critical illness, and sleep disorders. 



1 EXPLORE DIVERSE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

• Take advantage of more than 500 sessions at the annual International 
Conference. 

•	 Leverage	online	learning	programs	and	products,	many	offering	
opportunities to earn American Board of Internal Medicine and 
American	Board	of	Pediatrics	maintenance	of	certification	(MOC)	points	
and credits, Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
continuing medical education (CME) credits, and Nursing contact hours.

• Enjoy free and discounted educational programs and sessions at the 
ATS Store, where members can access over $1,300 worth of free on-
demand products..

2 LEARN	FROM	THE	THREE	PEER-REVIEWED	ATS	JOURNALS	 

• Read the journals to stay current on groundbreaking research, clinical 
reviews, workshop reports, statements and clinical practice guidelines. 
Listen to the Podcast Series featuring highlights and interviews. 

•	 Download	the	ATS	Journals	App	in	the	iTunes	App	Store	or	Google	Play.

3 PARTICIPATE IN AN ASSEMBLY OR CHAPTER  

•	 Join	3	of	the	14	Assemblies	in	your	area	of	practice	to	participate	in	
research and educational programs, at no extra cost. 

• Attend a chapter meeting to gain knowledge and connect with other 
professionals.

The value of ATS membership                                              What’s in it for you?    Plenty!



4 ACCESS CAREER RESOURCES   

• Visit the Career Development Center at the International Conference 
and access online tools for early career professionals. 

• Take advantage of Assembly mentor programs, international and 
domestic scholarships for the International Conference, and apply for 
ATS Foundation Research Program grants. The Fellows Toolkit also 
provides valuable career information.

5 BENEFIT FROM CLINICAL CARE RESOURCES AND PATIENT 
INFORMATION 

• Access more than 100 guidelines and statements for medical 
professionals. 

• Download more than 80 Patient Information Fact Sheets and resources 
from	the	Lung	Disease	Week	at	the	ATS	program	to	share	with	your	
patients.

The value of ATS membership                                              What’s in it for you?    Plenty!



DISSEMINATING	KNOWLEDGE	–	WORLD	CLASS	JOURNALS 

The ATS has three peer-reviewed journals that cover adult and pediatric 
pulmonology, critical care, and sleep medicine from bench to bedside. 
Along with original research, they are a leading source for clinical reviews, 
workshop reports, statements and clinical practice guidelines. Titles include:

• American Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care Medicine (AJRCCM). 
This	flagship	journal	focuses	on	human	biology	and	disease.	It	has	the	
highest impact factor of all respiratory and critical care journals, 12.996.

• American Journal of Respiratory Cell and Molecular Biology (AJRCMB). 
This	journal	focuses	on	basic	scientific	research.

• Annals of the American Thoracic Society (AnnalsATS). This journal is 
tailored to the needs of clinicians. 

In addition to full access to the journals, members have the opportunity to 
obtain CME credits from the AJRCCM and AnnalsATS journals. The American 
Thoracic Society is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

FOSTERING	SCIENTIFIC	EXCHANGE	AND	DIALOGUE	– THE	
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE     

The annual ATS International Conference is one of the largest pulmonary, 
critical care and sleep conferences in the U.S. Its strength is that it is 
multidisciplinary. Beyond the Society’s three pillars – pulmonary, critical 
care,	and	sleep	–	clinicians	and	researchers	in	many	other	fields	also	
attend the conference leading to insights that ultimately improve patient 
care. Nearly half of conference attendees are international clinicians and 
scientists, demonstrating the value of the program to medical professionals 
around the world. It truly is where “Today’s Science Meets Tomorrow’s Care.”® 

Members receive discounted rates on registration and postgraduate courses. 

Why join the ATS?



ENABLING	CONTINUOUS	LEARNING	–	EDUCATION 

The ATS provides year-round educational opportunities and resources for adult 
and pediatric pulmonary, critical care, and sleep clinicians at all stages of their 
careers. 

• The Society is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide CME credit for physicians. Through 
the American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) and American Board of 
Pediatrics (ABP), the ATS provides opportunities to earn Maintenance of 
Certification	(MOC)	points	and	credits,	respectively.

•	 The	ATS	Store	offers	on-demand	access	to	clinical	education	webcasts	
and MOC Self-Assessment Products (SAP) allowing learners to move 
seamlessly from lesson to test and earn ABIM and ABM MOC points at their 
convenience. 

• A variety of learning opportunities exist for those in training, including 
the Fellows Track Symposium, Resident Boot Camp, and ATS Student 
Scholars Program at the International Conference, and the online Career 
Development Center.

Members have access to a wide array of education resources to help them 
advance their careers.

ADVANCING	RESPIRATORY	SCIENCE	–	ASSEMBLIES	

Assemblies are subdivisions of the Society composed of members with similar 
interests	within	the	broad	fields	of	respiratory	disease,	critical	care,	and	sleep	
medicine.	The	14	assemblies	are	responsible	for	creating	and	updating	ATS	
statements and position papers. They also participate in the planning of the 
International Conference. 

Members, especially fellows and young researchers, have unique opportunities 
through the assemblies to network, identify mentors and collaborators, and 
advance their careers. Members can join three Assemblies at no additional cost.

MAXIMIZING	THE	VALUE	OF	MEMBERSHIP	–	OTHER	BENEFITS

Members receive discounts on a variety of products and services that include: 
Springer respiratory books, car rentals, posting a job on the job board, insurance 
plans, and more. Members also have access to the ATS Member Roster and can 
download	a	custom	membership	certificate.

Why join the ATS?



Advancing the ATS Mission

ENHANCING PUBLIC HEALTH 

Advocacy is a priority for the ATS, and the Society maintains a Government 
Relations	Office	in	Washington,	D.C.	to	represent	the	needs	of	ATS	members	
and	their	patients.	It	advocates	on	a	wide	range	of	issues	that	impact	the	fields	
of pulmonary, critical care, and sleep medicine.

PROMOTING GLOBAL HEALTH 

The Society advocates for the international dissemination of research and the 
development of related skills in pulmonary, critical care, and sleep to health care 
professionals working around the world. Related activities include:

• The Society is a founding member and a leader in 
the Forum of International Respiratory Societies 
(FIRS), which is comprised of the world’s leading 
international respiratory societies. The goal of FIRS 
is	to	unify	and	enhance	efforts	to	improve	lung	
health throughout the world.

• The Society’s Methods in Epidemiologic, Clinical and Operations Research 
(MECOR)	courses	offer	physicians	working	in	South	America,	Asia,	and	Africa	
the opportunity to learn about research techniques they can use to study 
health issues in their own country. 

• ATS provides International Trainee Scholarships to support international 
trainees to attend the International Conference, where they will be exposed to 
the state-of-the-art in basic and clinical research and practice of pulmonary, 
critical care, and sleep medicine.

In	addition	to	the	personal	benefits	realized	by	membership	in	ATS,	becoming	a	member	
also helps the Society pursue its larger mission through the following activities: 



ADVANCING PATIENT CARE 

The	Society	offers	several	programs	that	meet	patient	needs.	The	Patient	
Information Series is a collection of more than 80 high quality, expert reviewed 
fact sheets. The ATS Public Advisory Roundtable (PAR) is comprised of 15 
organizations	that	represent	people	affected	by	respiratory	diseases,	sleep-
related conditions, and/or related critical illnesses. These groups collaborate 
with the Society to advance shared educational, research, patient care, and 
advocacy	goals	for	the	benefit	of	members	and	their	patients.

SUPPORTING EARLY CAREER SCIENTISTS 

The ATS Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the Society, helps clinical 
investigators and scientists succeed, especially those who are just starting their 
careers.	The	ATS	Foundation	Research	Program	offers	both	research	grants	and	
recognition awards to help sustain recipients’ careers. The ATS Foundation has 
awarded more than $11 million to 183 young researchers. These grants have 
been	leveraged	to	secure	an	additional	$143	million	in	funding	for	respiratory	
research from the National Institutes of Health and other sources.

PROVIDING GUIDANCE ON CLINICAL CARE 

Through	its	official	documents,	the	ATS	establishes	the	latest	standards	of	
care for a variety of adult and pediatric respiratory, critical care, and sleep 
disorders.	To	date	the	Society	has	developed	more	than	100	official	documents	
on a wide range of topics including pediatric asthma screening, the diagnosis 
and treatment of pneumonia and control of tuberculosis, and managing 
conscientious objections in intensive care medicine. 
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Member categories      

ATS members work in academic settings, hospitals, and private practice, and are 
MDs, PhDs, nurses, respiratory therapists and other allied health professionals. 
Many members are in training or are early career professionals, and one third of all 
members live and work outside the U.S. Individuals may join as: 

U.S. and international members who are in good standing and who meet certain 
criteria	may	convert	to	Senior	or	Emeritus	member	status	and	receive	all	benefits,	
and electronic access to the journals. Contact ATS at membership@thoracic.org or 
212-315-8684	for	more	information.	

* Full and Trainee	members	received	significant	financial	discounts	on	ATS	products	and	services.								
Affiliate	members	receive	lesser	discounts.	The	AJRCMB	and	AnnalsATS	journals	are	electronic	
only;	the	AJRCCM	is	electronic	only	for	international	members.

INTERNATIONAL MEMBERS*  

Full – Individuals living and 
working outside the U.S. Dues 
rate are based on the country’s 
Gross National Product per 
capital.   

Trainee – Individuals living and 
working outside the U.S. in 
any level of training in an 
accredited degree program. 
The	first	year	of	membership	
is FREE!

 

DOMESTIC MEMBERS*  

Full – Individuals living and working 
in the U.S. who are directly 
interested in pulmonary, critical 
care, and sleep medicine. 

Affiliate – Individuals living and 
working in the U.S. who are not 
practicing or conducting research 
primarily in pulmonary, critical 
care, or sleep-related medicine. 

Trainee – Individuals living and 
working in the U.S. in any level of 
training in an accredited degree 
program.	The	first	year	of	Trainee	
membership is FREE!

mailto:membership@thoracic.org


Maximize your membership    

GET INVOLVED TODAY!  

1. Learn from the three peer-reviewed journals 

 – View them on your laptop or download the journals apps

2. Explore educational programs for all career levels 

 – Visit the ATS Store

3. Join an assembly and follow a journal club 

4. Recertify faster 

	 –	Benefit	from	ABIM-MOC,	ABP,	and	CME	opportunities

5. Download clinical care resources and information for your patients

6. Save on additional products and services only available to members 

 

YOUR	ATS	MEMBERSHIP	PAYS	FOR	ITSELF

ATS	membership	offers	savings	that	more	than	pay	for	the	cost	of	dues:	

       Member Savings

International	Conference	–	Full	registration	 	 	 $365

PG	course	registration	 	 	 	 	 $		 75

Subscriptions	to	the	3	journals		 	 																								$460	-	$845

ATS	Store*	–	educational	products	(average	purchase)			 $		30

ATS	Review	for	the	Pulmonary	Boards	 	 	 $200

MOC	clinical	practice	guidelines/core	curriculum							 	 $125	

Job	Board	posting		 	 	 	 	 $125

Springer	respiratory	books																																													 	 $		80

Total savings              $1,460–$1,845 
              (Actual savings varies by 

member type and location)

*	Members	also	benefit	from	over	$1,300	worth	of	free	on-demand	products.



Hear what our members 
have to say about the value 

of their membership. 
Visit: thoracic.org/members 

25 Broadway, 18th Floor, New York, NY 10004, USA
thoracic.org
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