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e Otherinfectious respiratory diseases are common in those with HIV, including pneumocystis jiroveci
pneumonia (PCP) and bacterial pneumonia, both of which can be life threatening. Where antiretroviral
therapy is widely available, noninfectious pulmonary diseases, such as COPD, pulmonary arterial
hypertension, and lung cancer are often the cause of death in people with HIV.

* Inthe U.S., people with HIV are two to three times as likely to smoke as those who are HIV-negative,
according to the CDC. Smoking compounds the challenges of treating infectious and noninfectious
respiratory diseases in those with HIV.

The FIRS Response

The Forum of International Respiratory Societies (FIRS) calls on governments, health care programs, clinicians,
public health specialists, and non-government organizations to strengthen their responses to HIV/AIDS by:

* Increasing awareness of the continuing global threat of HIV-related disease and its connection to TB and
other respiratory diseases.

* Improving HIV education of at-risk communities to reduce the incidence of new HIV infections and decrease
health disparities.

e Reducing the incidence and severity of HIV-related disease by strengthening mother-to-child transmission
prevention programs and increasing the early use of antiretroviral therapy.

e Ending HIV-associated TB through TB infection control, preventive therapy, and widespread use of
antiretroviral therapy.

e Adequately funding research into improved treatments for both HIV and TB.

About FIRS

The Forum of International Respiratory Societies (FIRS) is an organization comprising the world’s leading
international respiratory societies and working together to improve lung health globally. The members of
FIRS are the American Thoracic Society (ATS), American College of Chest Physicians (CHEST), Asociacion
Latinoamericana De Torax (ALAT), Asian Pacific Society of Respirology (APSR), European Respiratory Society
(ERS), International Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases (The Union) and Pan African Thoracic
Society (PATS). Through education and advocacy, FIRS unites and enhances the efforts of 70,000 physicians,
nurse, and other health care providers; biomedical researchers; and public health experts to improve lung
health around the world.

FRy
WRISIG,

Q“r s EUROQPEAN
. L] E RS ].{IIZSIPJ _1_(:\1'()1{‘:’
. 5 SOCIETY
% ct‘ & & every breath counts

) ey " 190% °
-4 O
cres ATS
= - .
Zz CHEST ALAIT
- s Y, >
AMERICAN COLLEGE The UI’]IOI’] ’_‘P“sle Asodacidn Letinoamericana de Torax

Asociagae Latine-amesicana do Tomy

of CHEST PHYSICIANS



