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• Start early and follow the guidelines. It is worth investing time to produce a clear and concise abstract. Write in the 
simple past tense. Avoid jargon and non-standard abbreviations. When using abbreviations, spell out fully at the first 
use with the abbreviation in parentheses. The abstract body is limited to a total of 400 words divided in 4 sections: 
Rationale, Methods, Results, and Conclusions. Keep in mind that you aim to convey accurate scientific information. 
We also encourage you to submit negative data from well-designed and well-executed studies.  

• Include a hypothesis in the Rationale. State why this work important and/or what is the problem being addressed.  
Include a hypothesis or aim.  Be brief—the methods and results sections are unique to your abstract and will need 
more words and detail.   

• Describe the methods with sufficient detail. Briefly describe the materials used; one sentence will suffice. Elaborate 
on the experimental approach; 2-3 phrases to describe the specific steps in your study design and the techniques 
and analyses employed. Provide details if the methodology is novel or if you submit a Descriptive/Method abstract. 
Remember to include specific details – number of cell-lines, drug concentrations, time, inclusion criteria, statistical 
analysis, etc.  

• Summarize your results. Present your results in a logical order that parallels the order in the methods; in this way, 
you will explain the step-by-step thought process that led to “the answer” to your research question. Always mention 
the effect size with proper error range (i.e. SEM, SD) and the p-values (and the statistical test if space allows). Do not 
discuss, speculate, or compare your results with data in the literature; simply write the most important results that 
lead to the conclusion. 

• Clearly state your principal conclusion. Make the conclusion one sentence or two at most. Make only one single, 
central point. The rest of the abstract serves to support that single point. 

• Consider including a table or figure. A well-thought-out table or high-quality figure can help convey the story of your 
abstract significantly. Your abstract may include either a table or figure.  If you choose to include either, make sure 
it is legible, the axes are easily to read, and the font is at least 9 points. An image cannot have more than one panel. 

• Write your title. The title should adequately describe the contents using the fewest words. Keep in mind that key 
words in the title will be used to assign your abstract to a session. It will also help people interested in your field, 
find your presentation more easily. Do not use abbreviations in the title. 

• Get feedback.  Beyond your co-authors and mentors, find colleagues who are not directly familiar with your topic 
and ask for their help to improve the abstract’s clarity and conciseness, as well as checking for spelling and 
grammatical errors.  

• Abstract submission. Abstracts are submitted via an online system. This does not need to be completed in one 
session. Check for co-author contact information to avoid duplicates in the system. All abstracts must specify 
Research Funding Source: i.e., pharmaceutical firm, grant name and source, or other specific funding source. 
Compliance to this rule is an ATS prerequisite for review. 

• Select an abstract category that best fits your science. The classification, discipline, and sub-classification you choose 
determines which assembly’s Programming Committee will receive your submission and determines the format for 
your presentation (oral, poster presentation, etc.). The RSF Programming Committee has expertise that spans the 
spectrum of RSF topics. Check out the list of RSF classification and sub-classification combinations and pick a sub-
classification that best suits your work. 

• Eligibility for awards! RSF offers awards for travel, scholarships, and scientific excellence for trainees. Awards are 
given based on abstract scores. If you’d like to be considered for an award, please selected the appropriate box in 
the affirmation section of the online submission form. 

http://www.thoracic.org/members/assemblies/assemblies/rsf/resources/classification-subclassification-combinations-for-rsf_2023-final.pdf
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